Case report: Meniere's disease and otosclerosis--different outcomes of the same disease?
The etiologies of Meniere's disease and otosclerosis are largely unknown. An association between these two diseases has been proposed on both a clinical and histopathologic basis but the causal relationship is controversial. In this paper we report two families in which both otosclerosis and Meniere's disease are inherited as independent phenotypes suggesting that the two diseases represent different outcomes of the same mutation. Thus the Meniere's disease occasionally seen in otosclerotic patients might not be caused by otosclerosis, but rather by a molecular defect leading to endolymphatic hydrops and/or clinical otosclerosis.